
From: Dunbar, Bill
To: Holsman, Marianne; MacIntyre, Mark; Skadowski, Suzanne; Philip, Jeff; Murchie, Peter; Opalski, Dan
Subject: FW: Washington Environmental Council, Suquamish Tribe and Puget Soundkeeper announce plan to sue U.S.

Navy
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2017 2:39:58 PM
Attachments: removed.txt

See below the query from Allison Morrow of KING, who I’d called asking about the Ted Land inquiry
re climate. I’ve spoken with Peter about this.

Bill Dunbar
U.S. E.P.A. Region 10
206/553-1019

From: Morrow, Alison [mailto:amorrow@king5.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2017 1:59 PM
To: Dunbar, Bill 
Subject: Fwd: Washington Environmental Council, Suquamish Tribe and Puget Soundkeeper
announce plan to sue U.S. Navy

Hey there- is it true the Navy did not have a permit from you all?

Also, sorry I missed your call. I'm in a senate hearing - I need to empty my voicemail box

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Wise, Cynthia" <cwise@king5.com>
Date: February 2, 2017 at 1:52:50 PM PST
To: "Morrow, Alison" <amorrow@king5.com>
Subject: RE: Washington Environmental Council, Suquamish Tribe and Puget
Soundkeeper announce plan to sue U.S. Navy

k. made an entry.

From: Morrow, Alison 
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2017 1:10 PM
To: Wise, Cynthia <cwise@king5.com>
Subject: Fwd: Washington Environmental Council, Suquamish Tribe and Puget
Soundkeeper announce plan to sue U.S. Navy

This is what I have set up for tomorrow. I meeting them at 9:45 at the boat launch.

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Chris Wilke <chris@pugetsoundkeeper.org>
Date: February 2, 2017 at 1:01:30 PM PST
To: "Morrow, Alison" <amorrow@king5.com>
Cc: Amelia Apfel <Amelia@pugetsoundkeeper.org>
Subject: RE: Washington Environmental Council, Suquamish Tribe and
Puget Soundkeeper announce plan to sue U.S. Navy



Hi Allison I’m resending the press release

See below for Mindy and April’s contacts.

See you tomorrow at 9:45 at Elliott Bay Marina!

Chris Wilke
Puget Soundkeeper and Executive Director
Puget Soundkeeper Alliance
130 Nickerson Street - Suite 107
Seattle, WA 98109
206.297.7002
chris@pugetsoundkeeper.org
www.pugetsoundkeeper.org

From: Amelia Apfel 
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2017 2:19 PM
To: Morrow, Alison
Cc: Chris Wilke
Subject: Re: Washington Environmental Council, Suquamish Tribe and Puget
Soundkeeper announce plan to sue U.S. Navy

Can do! We had the boat out yesterday. Can’t get too close to the naval
shipyard but good shots from the water and also from the far side of the inlet –
Port Orchard.

Amelia Apfel

Communications Manager

Puget Soundkeeper

130 Nickerson Street Ste 107

Seattle, WA 98109

(206) 297-7002 x109

amelia@pugetsoundkeeper.org

www.pugetsoundkeeper.org

From: "Morrow, Alison" <amorrow@king5.com>
Date: Wednesday, January 25, 2017 at 2:17 PM
To: Amelia Apfel <Amelia@pugetsoundkeeper.org>
Subject: Re: Washington Environmental Council, Suquamish Tribe and
Puget Soundkeeper announce plan to sue U.S. Navy

we should plan a date to go out and shoot this story...

From: Amelia Apfel <Amelia@pugetsoundkeeper.org>
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2017 2:09:21 PM
To: Morrow, Alison
Subject: Washington Environmental Council, Suquamish Tribe and Puget
Soundkeeper announce plan to sue U.S. Navy



Hi Alison – see below! Chris is available til 3pm I believe.

Washington Environmental Council, Suquamish Tribe, and
Puget Soundkeeper announce plan to sue U.S. Navy

Navy conducts hull scraping of decommissioned aircraft carrier without
pollution controls or permits, releasing toxics into Puget Sound

Press Contacts:
Mindy Roberts
Puget Sound Director, Washington Environmental Council
206-485-0103 mindy@wecprotects.org
April Leigh
Communications Coordinator, Suquamish Tribe
Office (360) 394-7102, Cell (360) 633-5015 aleigh@suquamish.nsn.us
Chris Wilke
Executive Director, Puget Soundkeeper
206-297-7002, chris@pugetsoundkeeper.org
Jan 25, 2017, BREMERTON – Today the Washington Environmental
Council, Suquamish Tribe, and Puget Soundkeeper issued a Notice of
Intent to Sue the United States Navy for Clean Water Act violations. The
Navy has been scraping the hull of a mothballed aircraft carrier in
Sinclair Inlet just outside Bremerton, WA, disregarding pollution-control
measures and without obtaining a discharge permit from the United
States Environmental Protection Agency.
While little is visible above the water surface, divers are physically
removing hull waste containing marine organisms and harmful copper-
based paints. Copper-based paints were used specifically to reduce
marine life growing on hulls because copper coatings slowly leach toxic
dissolved copper into the waters around the vessel. Even in very small
quantities, copper is toxic to salmon and marine life farther down the
food chain. The Ex-Independence has been at Puget Sound Naval
Shipyard for 19 years and will be towed to Brownsville, Texas for
dismantling.
Up to 73 dump truck loads of waste material from scraping the 1000-ft
long hull of the decommissioned carrier is estimated by the Suquamish
Tribe to be openly discharged to marine water and sediment in what is
currently a Superfund Cleanup Site. The area around the Puget Sound
Naval Shipyard has seen significant public funds spent to restore and
remediate decades of contamination. “Unfortunately, our local Navy
continues to ignore reasonable pollution controls to protect an ailing
Sinclair Inlet. Anyone who has worked on boats knows you cannot
“gently scrape” 3 inches of barnacles off of a hull without chipping off
plenty of paint and hull material,” said Mindy Roberts, Puget Sound
Director for the Washington Environmental Council. “I also don’t
understand why we get all of the pollution in Puget Sound and the jobs
go to Texas.”
Sinclair Inlet is on the Clean Water Act Section 303(d) list of impaired
waters. Monitoring indicates that the sediment in Sinclair Inlet is not yet
within healthy ranges for copper, and actions are needed to clean up
existing contamination to protect marine organisms.
“The Suquamish Tribe raised concerns about the potential impacts of
this project during government-to-government consultation with the
Navy. We did this in face-to-face meetings, by telephone and letter.
Despite these efforts, the Navy moved forward as planned without
adequately determining the impacts of the hull cleaning, including the



release of toxic substances into Sinclair Inlet waters and adding to
existing sediment pollution. Though we do respect the Navy's mission,
we do not believe they should be exempt from regulations that other
vessel owners routinely follow,” said Leonard Forsman, Chairman of the
Suquamish Tribe.
Hull cleaning operations are typically conducted in a dry dock facility
where contaminated wastes can be collected and properly treated and
disposed. The Navy began its hull cleaning operation January 6, without
Clean Water Act permits, and without complying with the Vessel
General Permit for Discharges Incidental to the Normal Operation of
Vessels (VGP) or the proposed rule for the Uniform National Discharge
Standards for Vessels of the Armed Forces.
Puget Soundkeeper and Executive Director Chris Wilke added “This is
an egregious action in clear violation of the Clean Water Act, and we’re
ready to hold the Navy accountable for their actions, particularly here in
Puget Sound. Clean water benefits everyone, and we can’t afford to
backslide on Puget Sound recovery.”
Navy regulations require the carrier’s hull be cleaned prior to its transfer
to Brownsville, Texas in order to prevent invasive species travelling with
the ship. Once the towed carrier reaches Texas, it will be dismantled
and disposed.

Washington Environmental Council and Puget Soundkeeper are
represented by Richard Smith of Smith & Lowney, PLLC.

###
Amelia Apfel
Communications Manager
Puget Soundkeeper
130 Nickerson Street Ste 107
Seattle, WA 98109
(206) 297-7002 x109
amelia@pugetsoundkeeper.org
www.pugetsoundkeeper.org


